Reflection for the website
Sunday 25th October 2026 – Bible Sunday
1 all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 4 The scribe Ezra stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the purpose; 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen’, lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.’ 11 So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, ‘Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.’ 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them. (Nehemiah 8: 1-4a, 5-6, 8-12)
This last Sunday after Trinity is sometimes observed as Bible Sunday – a day when we give thanks for the gift of the Holy Scriptures, and reflect on their importance for our faith and our lives. And in these verses from Nehemiah, we hear about people listening to the Scriptures and responding to what they hear. It tells us about a public reading of the Hebrew Scriptures, not long after the exiles had returned from Babylon, and describes how the people responded.
After many years in exile, they’ve finally returned home. But home is not quite what they might have hoped for. The city lies in ruins, and the Temple has been destroyed. Their hopes have been disappointed, and life is hard. They desperately need reassurance and comfort. Nehemiah, the governor, has arranged for the city walls to be rebuilt, providing some much-needed physical security. But the people need more than that. They need to recover their faith in God and their confidence in his word. So Nehemiah arranges for Ezra the priest to read the Book of the Law to the whole assembly. First, they hear the Scriptures read aloud. Then the Levites help to explain what they’ve heard, so that the people can understand its meaning.
But what’s happening in Nehemiah’s story is about more than simply learning what a particular passage means. As the people listen and learn together they’re being re-formed as a worshipping community, reminded of the bigger story of which they’re part, and of how God has remained faithful to his promises, even when they themselves have fallen away. And their response to what they hear is striking. They begin to weep. Perhaps they’re overwhelmed by hearing these ancient texts read and explained after so many years away from their homeland. Perhaps they’re painfully aware of how far they’ve fallen short of God's laws. And perhaps their tears reflect the sheer difficulty of their present circumstances. But Ezra, Nehemiah and the Levites encourage them not to mourn and weep, but to rejoice and celebrate. Why? Because they’ve been given the opportunity to hear and understand God's word once again. To recall God's continuing faithfulness, and the hope that comes from belonging to him. 
And that can happen for us, too, if we engage with the scriptures on a deeper level; the Bible can become a firm foundation on which we can rely, even when everything around us seems uncertain. So much in our lives is subject to change. Our circumstances change; our health and abilities change; the world around us changes, sometimes in ways we find deeply unsettling. Things we once took for granted may no longer be there for us. But God's promises remain trustworthy even when we cannot see what lies ahead.
So, this Bible Sunday, let’s give thanks for the gift of Scripture – not simply as a precious book to own or a text to study, but as a living source of wisdom, hope and guidance, through which God continues to speak to us.
Merciful God,
teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty,
that trusting in your word and obeying your will
we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

