Reflection for the Website – Sunday 11th October 2026 (Trinity 19A)

Jesus again used parables in talking to the people. 2 “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. Once there was a king who prepared a wedding feast for his son. 3 He sent his servants to tell the invited guests to come to the feast, but they did not want to come. 4 So he sent other servants with this message for the guests: ‘My feast is ready now; my steers and prize calves have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast!’ 5 But the invited guests paid no attention and went about their business: one went to his farm, another to his store, 6 while others grabbed the servants, beat them, and killed them. 7 The king was very angry; so he sent his soldiers, who killed those murderers and burned down their city. 8 Then he called his servants and said to them, ‘My wedding feast is ready, but the people I invited did not deserve it. 9 Now go to the main streets and invite to the feast as many people as you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, good and bad alike; and the wedding hall was filled with people. 11 “The king went in to look at the guests and saw a man who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ the king asked him. But the man said nothing. 13 Then the king told the servants, ‘Tie him up hand and foot, and throw him outside in the dark. There he will cry and gnash his teeth.’” 14 And Jesus concluded, “Many are invited, but few are chosen.”  (Matthew 22:1-14)

We might hope that a story about a wedding banquet might be a happy and encouraging one – but instead, in today’s Gospel parable, we get murders, the burning of a city, and a guest bound hand and foot and cast out for turning up in unsuitable clothes. The parable forms part of the disputes Jesus has been having with the Temple priests and scribes in the week before the Crucifixion, and the point is surely being made in the opening part, where those initially invited don’t turn up to the banquet, that those whom God originally called, especially the religious leaders and establishment, had rejected the invitation by rejecting Jesus’ message – so effectively excluding themselves from the feast.

The king in the story, whilst punitive and violent towards those who have rejected his call, still insists on inviting more and more people so that the party can proceed, and keeps on inviting more and more different people until the hall is full. Alongside all of the unpleasantness, goes this much more positive image, of God broadening out his invitation, until everyone is included. 

Everyone is called to come to the party. But the invitation demands the right kind of response from those who are invited. We’re not to take God’s invitation casually, as though it’s just a trivial or everyday thing. We’re not to make weak excuses not to turn up, or wander in just when and how it suits us – responding to God’s call matters and it demands from us a serious and active attention. 

To be able to do this, we need to have the right frame of mind – to try to be more like Christ in our character and attitudes. And this is perhaps how we can begin to understand the nasty little sting in the tail of our parable, with the guest who’s not come in wedding clothes being expelled from the party and severely punished.  Here, as often elsewhere in our Bible stories, clothes are being used as indicators of a person’s inner state and qualities, and the point is that we need to come along to God’s banquet with the right kind of attitudes – clothed, as it were, in generosity, love, humility and so on, recognising our need of God and not trying to live in our own strength. God’s invitation is for everyone, yes, but it requires the appropriate kind of reaction from us – there needs to be a two-way interaction for things to work out well. 
God wants us all to say “yes” to his invitation, to come to the party ourselves, and to welcome everyone else who comes, - and what a great party it would be if we could do that. None of us can say we deserve or are entitled to the invitation – but it’s there for anyone who truly accepts it, as is explained in this prayer called “The Amazing Invitation” by John van der Laar:

No special qualifications needed;
No particular connections or exclusive memberships required;
No secret passwords or unique attributes expected;
No campaigning or canvassing,
no examinations or reference checks;
Just an amazing invitation to a feast;
to find our place at Your table,
Alongside these other unworthy ones,
these other beloved ones;
these others humble enough to accept the invitation
without asking who else will be there.
Well, Jesus, Lord of the Feast,
with thankful and open hearts,
we accept Your amazing invitation.
Amen.


