Reflection for the Website – Sunday 13th September 2026 – Trinity 15

Once there was a king who decided to check on his servants' accounts. 24 He had just begun to do so when one of them was brought in who owed him millions of dollars. 25 The servant did not have enough to pay his debt, so the king ordered him to be sold as a slave, with his wife and his children and all that he had, in order to pay the debt. 26 The servant fell on his knees before the king.
‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay you everything!’ 27 The king felt sorry for him, so he forgave him the debt and let him go. 28 “Then the man went out and met one of his fellow servants who owed him a few dollars. He grabbed him and started choking him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he said.29 His fellow servant fell down and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back!’ 30 But he refused; instead, he had him thrown into jail until he should pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were very upset and went to the king and told him everything. 32 So he called the servant in. ‘You worthless slave!’ he said. ‘I forgave you the whole amount you owed me, just because you asked me to. 33 You should have had mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you.’ 34 The king was very angry, and he sent the servant to jail to be punished until he should pay back the whole amount.” 35 And Jesus concluded, “That is how my Father in heaven will treat every one of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”
(Matthew 18:23-35)


“Forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.”

These words from the Lord’s Prayer are so familiar to us that we probably don’t always give them the attention they deserve. For, as they make very clear, our receiving forgiveness from God, something we all need, is somehow linked to our really, genuinely, forgiving others when they’ve wronged us. 

Jesus illustrates this for his disciples with the powerful of the slave who owed ten thousand talents – a huge amount, impossible for him ever to pay back. And yet, his master forgives him the whole debt, out of pity for the slave. We’re being given a picture here of God’s forgiveness of us, forgiveness way in excess of anything we can ever claim to merit, freely given for love of us – so long as we forgive in our turn, which is where the first slave falls down.

For, when he encounters the second slave, who owes him a very much smaller debt, he fails to show any empathy with the plight of the debtor, or any real gratitude for the cancellation of his own debt, and angrily demands full and immediate repayment from his fellow slave, refusing to be moved by the man’s appeals and having him imprisoned. If he had truly accepted his master’s forgiveness, and was genuinely grateful for that, he would surely have wanted to share that wonderful experience with others. But the man is still stuck in a mind-set of thinking that he’s “got away” with something, and trying to cut his own losses by making sure that he gets back everything to which he has a claim, whatever the consequences for the second slave.

Accepting unmerited forgiveness and grace isn’t easy; equally, genuinely forgiving someone who has wronged us isn’t easy – both require us to let go of our desire to quantify and limit things, an opening up to God’s ways of unbounded love and generosity, and accepting that all we humans are fellow sinners, all in need of that love and generosity, who need to learn to let go of our own hurts and respond to the hurts of others, in thankfulness for the love that God has already shown to us. The prayer to “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us” has huge implications for us – and if we really pray it from the heart, has the potential to generate great changes for the better in our lives, as well as those of others as is explored in this prayer from Anne Osdieck:
To receive forgiveness can be joyful for us.
We can be glad and at peace,
like walking out of jail.
But forgiving others: 
not so easy. Jesus,
please help us
break the bonds 
of our refusal to forgive!
Please let us use your strength 
to remove our shackles.
Teach us 
how to forgive others
in the same way you forgive us.
To forgive, 
and then to forget.
No strings attached.
Amen.

