
Reflection for the website 31st May 2026 – Trinity Sunday

11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 2 Corinthians 13:11-end

This being Trinity Sunday, one of our readings is the short passage above from St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians, one of the relatively few places in the Bible where all three persons of the Trinity are mentioned alongside each other, in words still often used in our services today. This is a long way from the more developed doctrines of the Trinity which were to be developed and argued about in the following centuries – the Bible doesn’t use the term “Trinity” at all – but it indicates to us that even in the early years after Jesus’ life, Christians were thinking in terms of one God in three Persons, and seeing that concept as something distinctive and important for their faith. .

That importance wasn’t just a matter of theological debate and curiosity, but something which should affect our daily lives and how we live alongside each other and treat one another. These early ideas about the trine God were coming, not from theoretical discourses, but from people trying to find words to express their own experience of God – as God the Father, the creator of us all; God the Son, Jesus, who had lived on earth as a human being; and God the Holy Spirit, whose coming we celebrated last week, at Pentecost, who had come to guide and strengthen people once Jesus was no longer physically on earth. 

One central consequence of this, was the realisation that God is inherently communal – the three persons of God co-exist in community and harmony and love. And as followers of such a God, so should we, who are formed in God’s image. Doing all we can to foster a caring community and loving relationships, not just amongst ourselves, but also more widely into the world, isn’t, then, just a nice thing to do, but an inherent part of living out the model presented by our Trinitarian God. 

This aspect is stressed by St. Paul in our reading, when he urges the Corinthians, amongst whom there had been some disagreements, to “agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss.” It’s by no mean always easy to live in this way; as human beings, we have different personalities, different opinions, different priorities, and we won’t always want the same things. But we should always try to coexist caringly and peacefully together, and to respect one another’s ideas, as we try to follow the way of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. As Christians, we must keep on trying to love each other, even if we don’t always find it easy, because that’s the way God wants us to live, and the way in which God is himself. 

Such a way of living and loving is costly, and it requires us to move away from the security of our entrenched positions and acknowledge our vulnerability and fallibility. But it also potentially allows us to put aside our fear and mistrust of those who are different from ourselves, to relate to them in love, and so become more like the Three in One God whom we celebrate today. 




Living Love,
beginning and end,
giver of food and drink,
clothing and warmth,
love and hope:
life in all its goodness -
we praise and adore you.

Jesus, wisdom and word;
lover of outcasts,
friend of the poor;
one of us yet one with God;
crucified and risen:
life in the midst of death -
we praise and adore you.

Holy Spirit, storm and breath of love;
bridge-builder, eye-opener,
waker of the oppressed,
unseen and unexpected,
untameable energy of life -
we praise and adore you.

Holy Trinity, forever one,
whose nature is community;
source of all sharing,
in whom we love, and meet, and know our neighbour:
life in all its fullness, making all things new:
we praise and adore you. 
(Brian Wren)



