Reflection for the Website 
Sunday 24th May 2026 - Pentecost

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each.” (Acts 2:1-6)

“Why bother with Pentecost?”
That was the title of a blog post this week on our own diocesan website. Thankfully, the article went on to give several very good reasons why we should bother with Pentecost. On one level, we might wonder why anyone even needs to ask, “Why bother with Pentecost?” After all, it’s one of the great festivals of the Church year. It’s sometimes called “the birthday of the Church” — the moment when the disciples are empowered for mission and the Gospel begins to spread across the world.

And yet Pentecost doesn’t quite hold the same place in popular culture as Christmas or Easter. We don’t generally exchange Pentecost cards or gifts. There’s no equivalent of hot cross buns or Easter eggs. Perhaps the Pentecost story feels harder to grasp. We can relate more easily to the birth of Jesus at Christmas, or his death and resurrection at Easter. But the coming of an invisible Spirit — even with rushing wind, tongues of fire, and dramatic consequences — can seem more difficult to imagine. And yet without Pentecost, those earlier events would remain incomplete. Without Pentecost, Jesus’ promise, to send the Holy Spirit to be with us always, would remain unfulfilled 


Pentecost gives the fledgling Church its way forward into a new era: a life lived in deeper relationship with God and with one another through the presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling within us — guiding us, strengthening us, helping us to pray, and giving us courage to continue Christ’s mission in the world.
And perhaps especially in our own times — times marked by conflict, division, hatred, and suspicion — Pentecost speaks powerfully about our shared humanity. It speaks of a community able to embrace diversity while still being held together in unity. In the story from Acts, people from many nations and languages could all understand the disciples, through the Holy Spirit. Difference is no longer a barrier. Diversity is no longer something to fear. Instead, it becomes something to welcome — because underneath that diversity lies a deeper, God-given unity.

That speaks very directly into our world today. We see so much fragmentation between groups and nations, so much hostility and misunderstanding. But Pentecost opens another possibility: unity in the Holy Spirit.

And Pentecost does something else too. The Spirit changes the people who receive it.
The tongues of fire resting on each person symbolise that God now dwells within them — within ordinary people — empowering them to do far more than they could ever manage in their own strength. Very soon after Pentecost, the disciples are preaching boldly to crowds in Jerusalem. Thousands respond to the Gospel. And when pilgrims return home after the festival, the Good News spreads farther and faster than anyone could have imagined. The many languages present at Pentecost are no longer barriers to communication. They become channels through which the Gospel can travel out into the world.

And two thousand years later, we still gather to celebrate Pentecost — even if much of the world around us barely notices it. Because we know that the Holy Spirit has been given to us too. Week by week, in our liturgy, we remind one another: the Lord is here. His Spirit is with us.

So perhaps the questions for us today are:
Can we allow that Spirit to transform us, as those first disciples were transformed?
Can we live our faith not fearfully or hesitantly, but openly and confidently?
Can we share what we have found with compassion and love?
Can we become people who widen the circle of belonging — always seeking to welcome, to include, and to reflect the expansive love of God?

And so we pray, in words by Tim Graves:

Sacred breath,
move through this room.
Unlock a song within your people.
Breathe into us
your hopes and dreams
for a world filled with justice, love, and peace. 
Amen.

