Reflection for the website Sunday 12th April 2026, Easter 2


When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  John 20:19-23

Last Sunday, we were celebrating Jesus’ resurrection and we heard the story of how Mary Magdalene met the risen Christ in the garden on the first Easter morning, recognised him when he called her by her name, and was commissioned to go and share the Good News with the other disciples. Today, we pick up the story on the evening of the same day, when Jesus appeared to the group (minus Thomas) in the house where they were staying, despite them having locked the doors for fear that they would be targeted as followers of Jesus. 
And, we’re told: “Jesus came and stood among them and said ‘Peace be with you’”, before showing them the wounds in his hands and his side. On the immediate level, seeing Jesus, and in particular seeing the wounds he suffered in the crucifixion, seems to convince the disciples about the reality of the resurrection, to bring them into Easter mode, as it were, and: “Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord”. That Jesus’ wounds are still present is an important element of the story – the Resurrection doesn’t wipe away the suffering which had taken place, Jesus is still wounded, but his wounds become an important place where his disciples can recognise and come close to him after his Resurrection. He has come among them, into the midst of their fear and confusion, into the heart of all that they are feeling and experiencing, and seeing his wounds is part of what convinces them that really has risen from the dead – allowing them to move from fear to rejoicing.
Having done this, Jesus doesn’t waste any time. He goes straight on commission them, and to equip them to continue his work in the world, saying: ‘As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’
In the power of the Spirit, that frightened, confused bunch of men now begin to be transformed into the driving force of the early church, strengthened and emboldened by meeting the risen Jesus, and able to start spreading the Gospel news. At times, we too may be trapped and hemmed in by our fears and insecurities – we may be behind metaphorical locked doors which keep us fearful and scared to share our faith. But we too can, by encountering the risen Christ, in word and sacrament and in each other, be transformed and given the strength and courage to tell others about Jesus’ defeat of death. 
This prayer from John van der Laar, entitled “Resurrection” expresses this hope for us: 

In the nervous silence of our doubts,
we aware of nothing but your absence, Jesus,
and we begin to wonder whether the rumours of your death are true;
 
Then, suddenly, you are among us,
your presence so real we can almost touch you
your life flowing out into the world unconstrained;
 
And we realise that there is nothing to fear,
that the worst that the world can throw at us
is insufficient to suppress the inexorable rising of resurrection.
 
We offer our praise, Jesus, and our thanks
for your life that cannot be quenched,
that fills us now,
and that calls us to be resurrection people
in a world that too often believes
the deceptions of death. Amen. 

