Reflection for the Website – Sunday 5th April 2026 – Easter Day

14 Then (Mary Magdalene) turned around and saw Jesus standing there; but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 “Woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who is it that you are looking for?”
She thought he was the gardener, so she said to him, “If you took him away, sir, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get him.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned toward him and said in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (This means “Teacher.”)
17 “Do not hold on to me,” Jesus told her, “because I have not yet gone back up to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them that I am returning to him who is my Father and their Father, my God and their God.”
18 So Mary Magdalene went and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord and related to them what he had told her. (John 20:14-18)

A happy and blessed Easter to you all! On this day, we celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection, his defeat of the power of death, which opens the hope of eternal life with God for all of us. Indeed something to celebrate.
That doesn’t, though, mean that experiencing and understanding the Resurrection was easy for those present on the first Easter Day, any more than it is for us now. The verses from John’s Gospel above make this very clear. Mary Magdalene, a close associate of Jesus, had gone to his tomb on Easter morning, and found it empty. Her initial response was not to deduce that Jesus had risen from the dead, as he’d told them would happen. Instead, Mary feared that someone had stolen Jesus body, hence her anxious words to the person she saw in the garden and whom she assumed to be the gardener – she didn’t immediately recognise the risen Jesus, something which we also find in other resurrection stories. 
It’s when Jesus called her by her name, “Mary”, that Mary Magdelene was able to recognise him and to understand that he really had been resurrected, as he’d promised. That was something miraculous, something wonderful, but it didn’t mean that things could just go back to the way they had been before. Jesus told Mary not to hold onto him –he would soon be ascending back to heaven and not present on earth as they’d been used to. As well as this, Jesus had an important task for Mary to perform – he instructed her to go and tell the disciples that she had seen him, risen from the dead. Mary became the first witness to the resurrection, the “apostle to the apostles” as she is sometimes called. 
For us, today, also, it’s often in a personal encounter with Christ that our faith in the resurrection is confirmed, and we too are then called to tell others the good news of Easter, as we are reminded in this prayer:
Risen Lord Jesus,
as Mary Magdalene met you in the garden
on the morning of your resurrection,
so may we meet you today and every day:
speak to us as you spoke to her;
reveal yourself as the living Lord;
renew our hope and kindle our joy;
and send us to share the good news with others.
Amen.



