Reflection for the Website Sunday 29th March 2026 – Palm Sunday

“When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me.
If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”” 
(Matthew 21:1-11)

On this Palm Sunday, we hear the Gospel story of Jesus’ arrival into Jerusalem and how people greeted him with enthusiasm, laying palm branches along his way.  Seeing him entering the city on a donkey, the crowds would have been reminded of ancient prophecies about a king and saviour coming to Jerusalem on a donkey, and so they shouted their welcome to this new king who they believed had come at last. But Jesus was not the kind of king they were expecting.

Even his closest friends had been struggling to grasp what he had been telling them — that he must suffer, die, and rise again to complete his mission on earth. They didn’t yet understand that Jesus’ kingship was one of love and faithfulness, not power or military triumph, and neither did the crowds who saw him in arriving in the same way as had been foretold for the promised saviour. Jesus had come, not to save them from the Romans, but to save them from themselves: from their weakness, their inconsistency, their inability to live faithfully – and that was harder for them to comprehend.

Few on that first Palm Sunday could have understood that their salvation would come through the cross. Their excitement faded quickly when Jesus failed to act like the king they wanted. Before long, the same city that shouted “Hosanna!” was shouting, “Crucify him!” We’ll be following the next stages of the story in the coming days.

The Palm Sunday story challenges us about our own faith and commitment to Jesus – would we, like many people then, have turned on Jesus when things got tough, or would we have remained faithful to him and continued to live as he showed us? This prayer from Cafod asks Jesus to help us to be true to him:

Calmly, humbly, you rest a hand on the donkey’s muzzle. 
You look victorious but deeply humble, majestic but lowly.
Standing beside you, I am knotted with anxiety, excitement, fear, joy. 
I try to set my face like flint. May I be willing to go with you, my Lord, into the lion’s den.
I yearn to be your companion, your strength but, instead, feel more in need of your courage, 
your fidelity, and your trust before what is to come.
Lord, help me to be a loyal, courageous friend to you in all those who stand alone 
in the face of persecution. Give me a generous, willing, open heart. Amen.


