Reflection for the Website 
Sunday 1st March 2026 The Second Sunday of Lent
“Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3)
We’re now ten days into our journey through Lent - a journey sometimes described as a pilgrimage towards the Cross, so our reading about Abram (later to be renamed Abraham) being called to undertake his journey to the land God was promising to his descendants resonates with where we currently are in the Church’s year. 
God says to Abram: “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.” Abram is seventy-five years old. He is settled. He has already migrated once, from Ur to Haran. And now he is asked to leave again — to step away from security, family networks, and everything familiar.
And the promise linked to this calling is astonishing: “In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Abram is being asked to trust in a future far beyond his own lifetime. He will not live to see the fulfilment of this promise, with only later generations reaping the full rewards of his journey. His journey requires not only physical endurance but profound spiritual trust.
He and Sarai set out with their household and possessions. They are not destitute refugees; they are people of means. And yet they are still vulnerable as migrants entering unfamiliar lands. The journey will not be straightforward. There will be danger, uncertainty, even moments of fear and compromise. But at its heart, this is a journey of surrender. Abram relinquishes control and entrusts his future to God. And God is working through Abram for a purpose far greater than Abram can see. 
We too are on our own journeys of faith, and we too are called by God to join in God’s plans for the world. Our part in those plans may seem insignificantly small – we may not be asked to cross continents, to leave our whole previous lives behind us and to go on a physical journey through considerable danger without fully knowing where we are going. Yet our parts, insignificant though they may seem as compared with Abram’s story, still matter. God is still working out his purposed in the world, and He needs each of us to follow his call to us to do that task, that work, which he has committed to us – even if it challenges us, or it’s a task we might not have chosen, or which feels beyond us. We are all on our own journeys, journeys through Lent and through the whole of our lives, which may not always be easy or go smoothly, but we can be sure that God will always be there to sustain us as we make them, just as He was for Abram.
We pray thar God may strengthen and guide us during our Lenten journeys
"God of our journey, as we walk with you on your path of obedience, sustain us on our way and lead us to your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.”


